THE BEAST FROM THE ABYSS
The Revolution of Nihilism is Universal
The Revolution is, above all, universal. It cannot be confined
to Europe. It is the extreme phase of the great revolutionary
process which has determined the history of the West for the last
five centuries. Beyond it there is nothing, except retrogression.
Not retrogression in the sense of reaction, of a return to mediaeval
conditions or restoration of old dynasties, but retrogression in the
sense of the swing of the pendulum. The Revolution of Nihilism is
the radical and final form of human tyranny, at the point at which
it is converted into its own obverse, bondage and bestiality.
Perhaps this development was bound to come, because only this
logical pushing to extremes could produce a revulsion. It needed
this excess of logic to reveal the destructiveness that was implicit
already in the French Revolution, and to show why the Com-
munist revolution so long invoked was bound to take the form of
Bolshevism. There are special reasons why it should have been in
Germany that this experiment was carried to the extreme limit.
Whether the whole world must pass through a phase of re-
volutionary nihilism, or whether it can be saved from it, is the
issue over which this war is being fought; it is also the issue that
makes necessary a careful consideration of the nature of the present
universal crisis.
The danger of universal infection is great. No corner of the
world, no nation, is free from the revolutionary germs. Curative
measures depend on a clear diagnosis of the symptoms of the
malady before it begins to take charge. The actual means of cure
are to be found in the vast heritage of our unexhausted civilization.
They will not be provided by any miracle-worker or magician.
Revolutionary Infection
The dynamite with which Hitler blasted himself a way into the
will-centre of the democracies consists of a few simple ideas. He
led the Socialist element astray with the slogan that this is a
capitalist war and that the Socialist therefore has no interest in it:
his time will come. He crippled the resolution of the possessing
classes with the slogan that the war is bound "to destroy all
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